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February 5, 1909 



No quarantinable disease was reported. The last case of yellow 
fever was discharged cured on January 12. 

January 21. Having recently completed and copied the mortality 
statistics of this city for the year 1908, comparing it with the past 
years, 1 was struck with the fact that at the end of both American 
interventions the mortality showed a decided decrease. The mor- 
tality of a place is apt to vary from year to year within certain limits. 

In the accompanying table it will be noted that from the year 1899, 
the first year after the war, when there were 1,383 deaths, the mor- 
tality steadily decreased. In 1902, when the Cuban Republic was insti- 
tuted, the deaths were 1,009. The}' remained low for 3 j^ears, begin- 
ning to go up again in 1905, when there were 1,180 deaths. The next 
year, 190(3, there were 1,239 deaths. In September, the second Ameri- 
can intervention began. The deaths went down to 1,193 in 1907 and 
to 1,058 in 1908. 

The data from 1888 to 1901 is compiled from the vital statistics 
published monthly by the board of health of this city during the first 
intervention. 

From 1902 the statistics have been compiled by me from the weekly 
reports of burials sent by the mayor to the consul. 

[Inclosure.] 
SANTIAGO DE CUBA. 

Mortality from 1888 to 1908. 



Year. 


Mortality. 


P ff- *».*.. 


1888 


1,187 
1,157 
1,009 
1,374 
1,099 
1,187 
1,031 
2,810 
4,012 
4,497 
6,020 
1,383 
1,035 
1,000 
1,009 
1,067 
1,008 
1,180 
1,239 

1,193 
1,058 


45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
43,000 
43,000 
43,000 
43,000 
45,500 
45, 500 
45,500 
45,500 

45,500 
45, 500 
45,500 


Normal Spanish rule. 
Do. 


1889 .. 


1S90 


Do. 


1891 


Do. 


1892 


Do. 


J893 


Do. 


1891 


Do. 


1895 


Revolution, Spanish rule. 
Do. 


1896 


1897 


Do. 


1898 




1899 




1900 


Do. 


19)1 


Do. 


1902 


Cuban Republic (May 20). 


1903 


Do. 


1904 


Do. 




Do. 


1906 


Second American intervention (Septem- 
ber). 
Do. 


1907 


1908 


Do. 


1909 











GUATEMALA. 

Report from Guatemala City — Decrease in smallpox epidemic — Com- 
pulsory vaccination. 

The following is received from Minister Heimke, under date of Jan- 
uary 13: 

Energetic measures have been adopted by the Government of the 
Republic of Guatemala for the control and suppression of smallpox, 
and the disease is gradually abating. Three weeks ago it was esti- 
mated that there were between 2,500 and 2,800 cases of smallpox in 
16 
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this city, with a death rate of about 30 per cent. Reliable reports state 
that there are now between 800 and 1,000 cases, distributed between 
the lazaretto and the various hospitals and treated at private residences, 
with a death rate of only about 10 per cent. A campaign of compul- 
sory vaccination was inaugurated by the Government of Guatemala. 

Smallpox is reported to be perceptibly decreasing in other parts of 
the Republic. 

HAWAII. 

.Reports from Honolulu — Examination of rats for plague infection — 

Plague. rats at Hilo. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Currie reports, January 16 and 18, through 
Temporary Chief Quarantine Officer Moore: 

Two weeks ended. January 9. 

Total number of rats taken in Honolulu 957 

Trapped 688 

Found dead 4 

Shot from trees 132 

Killed by sulphur dioxid 133 

Examined bacteriological ly 849 

Showing plague infection , 

Rats sent from Hilo 14 

Hilo rats showing plague infection 5 

Hilo rats still under investigation 6 

Clas-ification of rats shot from trees in Honolulu: 

Mus alexandrinus 82 

Mus rattus 29 

Total classified Ill 

Classification of rais trapped in Honolulu. 

Mus rattus 213 

Musn rvegicus 81 

Mus alexandi inus 165 

Mus musculus 233 

Total classified . 692 

Classification of rats hilled by sulphur dioxid. 

Mus alexandrinus 82 

M us rati us -.. 48 

Mus musculus 3 

Total classified 133 

Average number of traps set daily 1,461 

Number of poisons placed 537 

Note. — Owing to the concentration of the force on the water front 
to lessen the probability of plague being introduced here from Hilo, 
the total number of rats taken has decreased, but as soon as this danger 
passes the trappers will be returned to their former districts. 

January 19. Outbreak ofj>lague among rats at Ililo, Island of Hawaii. 

. In December, 1908, a sanitary inspector for the board of health, 
Territory of Hawaii, found dead rats in a stable in Hilo known as 
the city stable; also in another stable less than 100 yards distant. 
In all, 43 dead rats were found in these stables. The diagnosis of 



